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The next meeting of the Rockford Stamp Club PM will be on
Wednesday, October 1
at Ken-Rock Community Center, 3200 11th St. Rockford, IL

6:30 PM Buy, Sell, or Trade
Viewing of auction lots
7:00 PM Meeting and program followed by auction

The next meeting of the Rockford Stamp Club AM will be on
Tuesday, October 21
at Ken-Rock Community Center, 3200 11th St. Rockford, IL

' 10:00 AM Buy, Sell, or Trade
Viewing of auction lots
10:30 AM Meeting followed by auction

Wednesday Night Meeting

We need to get things going for Rockford/
Wiscopex. We need to get the postmarked de-
signed for the 2009 cachets. Planning for the
show must get underway!

Plate Block Collecting

A very popular hobby in the 40's to 70's was collecting
stamps in blocks of four with the salvage containing the
plate number intact. Plate blocks had been collected
before this time but their popularity really soared during
this time. That is, until the USPS killed their golden
goose by issuing stamps in the mid-70's with floating
plate numbers requiring collectors to buy up to 12
stamps to get the plate block. At the same time post-
age rates were increasing rapidly going from six cents,
starting January 7, 1968, to thirteen cents on Decem-
ber 31, 1975.

With the advent of self adhesive stamps and their
dominance in stamp issues, plate block collecting has
added another challenge, especially when the backing
paper is not perforated as was true on many of the first
self adhesive issues.

All is not lost however! You can always collect plate
blocks stopping when they became too large. A nice
collection could be formed from the three cent issues
starting July 6, 1932 to early 1976 when the floating
numbers appeared. If you avoid definitive stamps it
can be quite affordable. Think about it.

A very comprehensive catalog is available, Durfand
Standard Plate Number Catalog. The current edition is
available from philatelic literature dealers such as
James E. Lee in Cary, IL.

APS president Nicholas G. Carter, 1936-2008

Dr. Carter died Sept.. 11 at age 72. DR. Carter
grew up in a stamp collecting household. He was
a life member of the APS and served in many ap-
pointed and elected posts leading up to his elec-
tion as President in August 2007.

The board of directors will meet Monday, Septem-
ber 22 to appoint a successor.

Sat-Sun, October 4-5 - CUPEX

Urbana, IL. Champaign-Urbana Stamp Club. Urbana
Civic Center, 108 E. Water St. Hrs: Sat 10-5 and Sun
10-4. 11+ dealers, exhibits, free admission.

Sat, October 4 - Monroe Stamp & Post Card Show
Monroe, WI. Monroe Public Library, 925 16th St. Hrs:
10-3. Dealers, exhibits, silent auction, free admission.

Sun, October 26 - QUADPEX
Moline, IL. Quad City Stamp Club. St. Mary’s Gym,
412 10th St. 10 dealers, exhibits, free admission.

Fri-Sat-Sun, November 21-23 - CHICAGOPEX
Arlington Heights, IL. Chicago Philatelic Society.
Sheraton Chicago Northwest, 3400 West Euclid Ave.

The Auxiliary Markings Club, the Mobile Post Office
Society and the Scandinavian Collectors Club will be
holding their annual society meetings. 75 dealers,
over 300 frames of exhibits.







